THE BATTLE OF FRANCE
'Quite obviously, it doesn't decide the war, but it's
bad... * It was our first battle and we lost it----You
should never beat a horse in a trial gallop.... It gets
used to being beaten: it loses confidence in itself....
It's like a schoolboy that's always at the bottom of his
class: at first it hurts, then he gets used to the idea.'
He also said:
'Two commissioned officers in an office are like
two thoroughbreds harnessed to the same phaeton.
They can't pass one another, but it doesn't stop
them from racing/
I saw General Corap, who was a man of girth,
heavy, but possessed of a good enough brain. He
told me how he captured Abd el Krim and also how,
at the time of Fashoda, he had been mobilized in
Algeria against the English.
On the following day I met two officers I knew
who commanded a motor-cycle reconnaissance
section, and they took me to dine in their mess.
There I found young people after my own heart,
who showed me that many of the parts of the Ninth
Army were just as good as others. Nevertheless,
without being very clear why, I returned from this
last tour of the armies with a feeling of uneasiness.
The troops in the line seemed good enough, but the
disposition was terribly thin. Ten miles behind the
line one never saw a soldier. The thought of this
emptiness was agonizing. If ever the enemy were
to pierce that thin shell. . ..
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